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America’'ss Undocumented
Populatien

Anrestimated 12 millieniilliegal immigrants
i US

x Vost are Hispanic (areuna: 860%)

x Migratien eyondi traditional - gateway* states

Other estimates: are nearly: deunle
n Bear Steains
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Immigration and the: States

500 bills dealing wWith immigratien Were
considered in 2006 (per NCSL)

ATTEects many. aneas
s Education
s [Healthr care

x EConemic development
» ldentification
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Estimates ofi Kentucky:’s
Undocumented: Population
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Limitations of these Estimates

Limitations

m  Accuracy.
E_eahr Stearns report asserts that the true national figure. is nearly twice as
19
State; estimates; ane. even; mose problematic
s [ransparency.
Methed and assumptions et always clear
n Flexibility
Can't change basic assumptions e generate: alternative scenarios
Must depend on others tergenerate the estimates
s Episodic
Kentucky: estimates are sporadic
Ferced to crafit public: pelicy for an Issue with Uncertain dimensions
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An Alternative: Estimating Appreach

An alternative: appreach With thiree basic varanles
s What percent ofi Limited English Proficient (LEP) students; are
undocumented! or lllegal?

s What percent ofi the undecumented schoel-age children attend
SChoeI?

s \What percent off the totall undecumented population are
undocumented! children?

Doees the 30,000 te 60,000 estimate for Kentucky make

SENSse?

s Appreachi enahbles; one e assess; the internall consistency: of
factors
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11,200
LEP
students

2,050
illegal
children

An Example

1. If 15%

" areillegal...

2. If 82% of all
undocumented kids
attend school...

3. If illegal children
constitute 8% of the total
undocumented population...
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1,680
illegal LEP
students

26,000
illegal
migrants




Limited English Proeficiency.: (LEP)

LEP: Sttidents

x Not born i the United! States o1 Whese native
language Is a language other than English

s Come firem| environments Where a language other;
than Englishris deminant

a Amencan Indian/Alaska Native: and Whe cone: frem
envirenments Where a language other than English
nas had a signiticant Impact on thentlevel efi English
languiage: proficiency.

s Have sufificient difficulty: speaking, reading, Writing,, or
Understanding the Englishilanguage
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Kentucky’s Limited English
Proficient Students

Nearly 11,200 | EP Number of LEP Students
students 1 2005

m [LEP Increased 732%: frrem
19901 to 2005

n lotal enreliment essentially.
flat for the same peried

Nearly: 100 diffierent
languages, Akan ter Urdu oSpanish

0O Japanese

a Majority language:|s @ Bosnian

. 0 E Vietnamese
Span |Sh % % |OSerbo-Croation
B Arabic
O Other
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Undocumented LEP Students

Wihat percent ofi the 11,200 (LCEP) students are
Undocumented or llliegal?

u [How many. are fiereign-inorm?

40% off LEP students 5—19 are fereign-hoern (Uksan Institute,
20/0)C)

59% ofi LEP students are Spanish speaking (KDE, 2005) and
abouit 43%, of Hispanics' are: foreign-boimi (U.S. Census, 2000)

a Ol the fereign:hoerm, hew: many: are Undecuimented?

Kentucky’s Unautherized pepulation censtitutes hetween: 30-
39% of the fereign-boern (Pew: Hispanic Center, 2005)

Likely value: 15% (0.42%0.35=0.15)
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School Attendance

What percent of the undecumented schoel-age children
attend scheel?

a 979% off Kentucky kids 6 te 17 are enrolled (derived! from
American Community Survey, 2004)

a “Language minonities enrolll ... Inl elementary/ secendary scheol
at rates that are noet measurably. different frem these ... Who
speak enly English at heme™ (US Dept ofi Education, 2004)

s Hispanic enroliment rate for these 16, and older Is believed te e
significantly: lewer (less than 10% by ene KDE acecount)

Likely value: 82% [[(0.1>0.17)+(0.27>*<0.638)=0.82]
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Preportion of Kids te thhe Whele

What percent off the total Undocumentead
populatien are tndoectimented Scheol-age
chilaren?

n 14-16% of the totall Unauthorzed: are unautherized
children (Passel; 2005, 2006)

\We adjust 1t down te) 9% to exclude children; not 1 school
(0.6x<0.15=0.09)

x Could lbe lewer fior Kentucky: given the mere recent
migratien here (adominated mnitrally By single males)

Likely value: 8% (0.9%0.9=0.81)
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Estimates of KY's Undecumented
Immigiant Pepulatien
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Conclusions

Kentucky’s undecumented population
grew: steadily frem: 1990 te;r 2005

= On an upwaradl trajecteny.

Current estimate: abeut 26,000

s s analysis dees not suppert anecdetal
estimates that are veny large
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Want Viore Information?

Michael 1. Childress, Executive Director
Kentucky: Long-Trerm| Policy Research Center
111 St. James; Courit
Erankiient, KY: 40601-8486
Phone: (502) 564-2851
EAX: (502) 564-1412
WA KItRIC. REt
michael.childress@irc.ky.gov.
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